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. Nam vitits nemo fine nafeitur, optimus ille ft ; 
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4 wa Cl - ig [SIOMIMD:; ies DUS 
AS. T.;Phurfday I left you: fon Baca) swith 
4} defign to perform my journeythither:in the 
a) new poft-chaife with: fowf wheels » fiovelty. 3. 
‘imagine had fome fhare in this:determination; 
but there was yét a greater.inducement toomy 
travelling. in this, manner, - that.:of having 
company on-the road}; befides,. you know} 
am a chara¢ter hunter, and tho’ we are not,always,fure.of. firiding 
an/entire new fubject.in this way.; yet a fhadé er'degrde-of lighter 
or darker. in the fame. hue ‘with, thofe I have already’ met ‘with 
never fails to delight my imagination as much,as the difcovery.of 
anew {pecies of infects, or mofs in each genus to.which thay be- 
Tong does the eyes of a natural philofopher. 
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AT my coming to the inn then from whence the chaife goes 
I found the company had been waiting for me full five minutes; 
and tho’ the time which was mention’d in the adyertifement for 
the departure of the chaife wanted all that ofbeing lapfed, yet two 
of the company looked upon me with as much dilpleadure as if J 


had detain’d them fix hours, or entirely defeated their journey . 


for that day. 


Tue third was a lad of about eighteen, of a liberal air, of an 
open and ingenuous countenance, mixt with much vivacity in it: 
one of the malecontents was an elderly man, vigorous and heal- 
thy in his appearance, he was clad in the beft broad cloth, clean and 
warm, void of all finery or profufion of buttons, and his whole 
drefs of that kind which gives us the idea of the perfon’s being 
rich who wears it, as fleeknefs does that of being fat in a qua- 
druped: the other was a tall man, corpulent, and whofe belly 
was rather too prominent to promife much expedition in running ; 


in his phyfiognomy was expreft great vacuity of thought, and full’ 


indulgence in eating, drinking and fleep feem’d to be written 
very legibly on every mufcle of his face, which were all relax’d 
and flaccid, and gave you the fame information that his foul did 
not fill up his body, that a coat does which is too big for a man 
after he has been reduced by illnefs, by the lanknefs with which 
it hangs on him of the want of fufficient ftuffing ; on the breaft 
part of his waftecoat were innumerable marks of forrow, not of his 
own indeed, but of thofe which fpring from the tears of the tankard, 
and are often more indelible than thofe which a widow may feel for 
the lofs of a hufband, a hufband for a wife, or fome mothers for @ 
daughter whofe youth and beauty continually haunt them like 
the ghoft of their former felves, and put them in mind of @ 
and decays; or a father for a fon whofe guardian he only is, and 
who certainly knows that he would have demanded the eftate 
of him at twenty one, which is now his own, and which he ean 
very well fpend himfelf : in fhort, more lafting than any marks of 
grief which can be imagined, but thofe which certain eompaf- 
fionate and tender hearted ladies undergo‘on ‘the death of 4 lap 
dog, monkey, or paroquet, which they have long cherifhed and 
fed with the moft delicate food, and who, during this whole time, 


have never beftow’d one es to alleviate the pains of fuffering 
human nature, 


How- 
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However, tho’ the looks of my companions were not the 
moft pleafing at my coming, they did not exprefs their difcontent 
by words, but each took his place in the chaife, and the young 
gentleman offered me the choice of mine. It feems the effects of 
that difpleafure which two of them had conceived againft me for 
‘not being at the inn to await their coming, did not immediately 
fubfide upon our entering the chaife, and thence a filence enfued 
for fome time; indeed in ftri&t propriety of fpeech one of them 
could not be faid to be long filent, for the plump gentleman being 
foon faft afleep, was ferenading us with that kind of found which 
refembles the drone of a LINCoLNsHIRE bagpipe, and which, 
tho’ it may not in the leaft difturb the tranquility of foul in the 
performer, is extremely offenfive to the ears of thofe who mutt 
be obliged to attend to him, and yet it is what a mannerly man 
can fcarce complain of to the perfon who is the caufe of it. 


Tus noife then, which as it was not altogether fo {weet or 
lulling as the murmur of falling waters, the evening breeze thro’ 
the vernal leaves, or PHILOMEL complaining of neglected love, 
the young gentleman endeavoured to cover the difagreeable effects 
of by beginning fome converfatioa which might draw our at- 
tention another way. 


Burt as it often happens when the imagination is fearching 
after fome idea in the memory, on which to found a converfation 
that may be more than commonly entertaining to the company, 
it feems as it were fetter’d, and nothing can be feized but the moft 
trite and obvious; fo in this inftance, after an attempt of that 
kind vifible in the youth’s face, he afk’d me what I thought of 
the cafe of EL1zABETH CANNINGS, 


To this I anfwer’d him, that the affair had great improbabili- 
ties on each fide of the queftion, and that it {till remained undecid- 
ed in my judgment, whether the gypfy woman or the girl {poke 
the truth. 


To this he replied, that he had feen the girl and heard her ex- 
amined, that there was a marvellous fimplicity and appearaece of 
candour in her manner of telling the ftory, and that he could 
not avoid believing that fhe told nothing but the truth. 
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Turs declaration of his opened the lips of my fleek companion, 
who differ’d from the young gentleman in his opinion; he faid, 
that girls of eighteen in thefe days have more cunning, than wo- 
men of forty years old had in his youth; that the fimplicity and 
candour which the gentleman had been juft mentioning, was 
nothing but a more refined art of deceit ; for his part he could 
not help thinking, that Mary Squire had been wrongfully 
treated ; that he had often bought muitlin of her, and believed 
her a very honeft woman ; but however, it was not a wonder to 
find that the young fellows of this age preferr’d a fine young girl 
to an ugly old woman. 


Warm’) alittle with this reply, the young gentleman fwore 
by his Maker, that he would lay him a guinea to the truth of 
what CanninGs had depofed. 


Upon this the old gentleman adjufting the mufcles of his face 
into the magifterial grimace, like a pedagogue juft going to whip 
a boy for a bad exercife, Young man, fays he, it is to me afto- 
nifhing, how an infect, a worm, as you are, can dare to take 
the name of the Lord in vain ; did you but one moment confider, 
how fearful and wonderful you are made ; how amazing it is that 
we are fo long fuftain’d in life; that all the hairs of our head are 
numbered ; and not a fparrow falls to the ground without the di- 
vine will; and whilft you are thus blafpheming his holy name,. 
that you may be fnatched in a moment before that tribunal, the 
juftice of whofe judgment there is no poffibility of efcaping, I 
fay, did you confider all this, you would fcarce have committed 
a fin of fo heinous a nature. 


To this the young gentleman very modeftly anfwer’d, that he 
was afhamed of his indifcretion, and afked pardon for the offence 
which he had been guilty of; however, he affured him that no 
man had more reverence for the Supreme Being than he had, or 
greater deteftation of the vice of fwearing ; and that it proceeded 
only at this time from too much heat and impetuofity of temper. 


_ Hear and impetuofity of temper, give me leave to tell you, 
young man, isa poor excufe for fuch outrage againft the Almighty ; 
Tam, ‘Continued he, now more than fixty years old, and I cannot 
recolle& that I have ever taken the natne of my Maker in vain: if 
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you intend to be bleffed in this world, learn to reftrain your paf- 
fions ; it is to be hoped you are not yet paft reclaiming, tho’ in- 
deed youth is now-a-days almoft as foon ruin’d as born. This 
and much more of the like nature he ran on with, in an air of 
infult and tone of fupercilious admonition, whilft the young 
gentleman fat dumb with confufion, and covered with bluthes. 


Ar this time I took the liberty of interrupting him, by faying, 
Sir, the candour and modefty with which that young gentleman 
has received your firft rebuke, is to me a proof that he is convin- 
ced of his having done amifs in fwearing, and brings befides this 
farther conviction with it, that it is a thing unufual in him by 
the fenfibility with which he feems to be touch’d on this occafion ; 
methinks your continuing the converfation on that head after his 
ingenuous confeffion of the offence, has more the air of triumph 
than friendly reproof, and is become by its length a kind of in- 
fult on a liberal mind. 


How far this rebuff of mine might have been productive of a 
{cene of altercation between the old gentleman and myfelf I am 
not able to fay, for at this moment the other, who had been en- 
joying the fweets of balmy fleep, made a {mall motion with his 
arms, which I fuppofe he does as a clock gives warning that it is 
going to ftrike, and then wak’d and fpoke as mechanically as 
that machine ftrikes twelve at noon; the firft words he uttered 
were to afk if we were almoft arrived at the baiting place, for he 
began to feel a craving in his ftomach, which he fhould not have 
the leaft objection to the fatisfying. 


Tuts fpeech of his was immediately fucceeded by a ftop at an 
inn door, not one of thofe inns where none but coaches and fix 
are welcome, nor of thofe others, which are diftinguifhed with 
the encouraging fentence of entertainment for man and horfe; 
but of the middle order, where the landlord and lady are not yet 
impudent enough to defpife all guefts that are not dignified with 
titles, nor mean enough to admit all forts of inferior travellers, 
At the door with a face which looked in colour like the moon rif- 
ing thro’ a mift, and as rough asthe map of it ftood the land- 
lord, who welcomed all the guefts, and particularly told the el- 
derly gentleman, that he was glad to fee his honor again in the 
country, and hoped he was well after his Lonpon journey: 

Betty 
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Berry brought the fteps to let us down from the chaife; the 
Grawer took the loofe things out of it; the boot catcher ‘afked if 
our honors would have our fhoes cleaned ; and the landlord 
bauicd out, Show a rcom to the gentlemen, whavene ye all afleep 
there ; upon which his wife rang the bar bell with great vehe. 
nicnce, tho’ every fervant belonging to the houfe was in her fight; 


Anp this moment I am alarmed by a card, which tells me 
that Betsy Gicgie, Nanny Lispir, Satty Dimpre, Bitty 
DapPPERWIT, and Tommy WHITETEETH haye waited a 
fortnight at the rooms for me to make up their party at whift 4 
you fhall have my conclufion in the next ; make my compliments 
to your daughters, and affure them, that the leaft pretty of them 
is handfomer than the firft toaft at this place: I intend fending 
them Batu rings with pofies of my own writing, which hall 
puzzle their heads to decide who is my favourite, and afford them 
as much entertainment as the enigmas in the Lady’s Diary. 





Adieu, 


t Batu, Nov. 10, 1753. 
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